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Mayor Johnson delivered the
annual State of the City
Address to hundreds of
citizens at the Jackson
Medical Mall in early July.
The progress report on the
Capital City included many
updates on projects and
initiatives that came to
fruition over the past year in
the areas of infrastructure
improvement, economic
development, public safety
and human services.

One of the notable items
Mayor Johnson mentioned
was that sales tax revenue is
expected to be $700,000

above
what was
projected
in this
year's
budget.

“This is
great
news,”
said
Mayor
Johnson. “Itis due to the
very strong development
and pro-business goals we
work towards day in and day
out.”

Mayor Johnson also talked

about many impressive
economic development
projects during the speech,
including Entergy’s recent
purchase of the K-Gen Plant,

-Continued on page 2

Jackson Named One of the Top 100 Places to Live

meaies ¢ RelocateAmerica

RelocateAmerica published
its “Top 100 Places to Live”
report in its 14th annual
listing of the top communi-
ties in America, and Jackson
isinit.

The organization looked at
various data gathered to
determine its top 100 list,
including economic devel-
opment, employment,
housing education, indus-
try, opportunity, environ-
ment and recreation along

ers and resi-
dents.

“We are pleased Reloca-
teAmerica has chosen Jack-
son as a Top 100 Place to
Live in America,” said Mayor
Harvey Johnson, Jr. “Our
Capital City continues to be
lauded for its robust eco-
nomic development, world-
class attractions and one-of
-a-kind hospitality, and we

are honored with this latest
accolade.”

RelocateAmerica offers relo-
cating consumers a directo-
ry of over 6,000 community
profiles to research and re-
view useful information
about the local housing
market and other details.
Their website is
www.relocateamerica.com.
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New JATRAN Facility Construction Underway
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Mayor Johnson poses beside rendering of new JATRAN facility during July groundbreaking.

Construction of a new
JATRAN Administration and
Maintenance Headquarters
kicked off in early July at the
corner of Highway 80 and
Valley Street.

The new facility was de-
signed by M3A Architecture
and is being constructed by
C. Perry Builders. It will in-
clude three new structures:
an administration/operations
building, a maintenance
building and a service build-
ing. Collectively, the build-

ings will occupy approxi-
mately 38,000 square feet
that will be able to accom-
modate over 150 staff mem-
bers and up to 60 JATRAN
buses.

The $6.8 million project is
funded by a grant from the
Federal Transit Administra-
tion and Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act funds.

Construction is expected to
last 18 months.

Mayor’s 2011-2012 Budget Includes More Police Classes

top priority of the Admin-
istration,” said Mayor John-
son. “We are going to con-
duct three Police Recruit
classes in the new budget
year.”

Mayor Johnson present-
ed his 2011-2012 Budg-
et Address July 27,2011
where he outlined the
administration’s budget
priorities for the coming
year. This year’s pro-
posed budget is $317
million, which is 8.4%
less than the current
year's budget.

The three classes are ex-
pected to enable the Police
Department to attain its
goal of hiring at least 500
officers.

In the proposed budget,
residents would not see
a tax increase, and full
time city employees
would receive a two per-
cent pay increase begin-
ning in January of next
year. Other priorities
that the Mayor focused
on were improving tech-
nology, public safety,
improving the city’s ap-
pearance, infrastructure,
Jobs for Jacksonians, and
economic development.

Mayor Johnson'’s plans to
improve the city’s appear-
ance include creating a
crew in Parks and Recrea-
tion that would address
the more than 200 city-
owned lots. Additionally,
fourteen positions will be
moved from Public Works
to Parks and Recreation to
assist with addressing
right-of-way cleanup and
maintenance throughout
the city.

“Public safety remains a Plans to improve infra-

structure include $1.6 mil-
lion dedicated to street re-
paving and critical bridges.
Continued water system
upgrades and some
wastewater upgrades are
also proposed in the budget
and would be paid for using
$20 million in State Revolv-
ing Loan funds.

The Mayor also emphasized
creating a Jobs for Jack-
sonians Coordinator posi-
tion to help more citizens
find work.

The entire budget address
can be read online at
www.jacksonms.gov.

State of the City (continued from page 1)
the Standard Life Building completion, and the Federal Court-

house.

The Mayor also discussed increasing the number of police
officers on the force to at least 500 officers to improve visibil-

ity and to combat crime.

One of the most popular initiatives the Mayor announced
during the State of the City was the Jobs for Jacksonians pro-
gram. This initiative is centered around connecting Jackson
residents who want to find work with employers and pro-
grams. Part of the initiative is a new job hotline. Residents
can call 601-961-4JOB and their information will be taken,
entered into a registry and shared with service providers and
companies who do business with the City.

The entire State of the City Address can be read online at

www.jacksonms.gov.
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48-Inch Water Transmission Line Project Begms

The city of Jackson began
construction of the 48-Inch
water transmission line
along Jefferson Street be-
tween Mississippi Street

and Silas Brown in late July.

This project is the fourth of
seven segments of line
being installed.

This project will ultimately
allow the city of Jackson to
abandon the well water
system that services por-
tions of South Jackson for
the surface water system,
which is more reliable.

The segment costs $3.5

million, is just under a mile,
and will take nine months
to complete.

The city is also preparing to
make additional improve-
ments to the water system
and has budgeted $35 mil-
lion for:

54" transmission line

1 Remaining 48" trans-
mission line segments

 Construction of a wa-
ter tank and booster
station in South Jack-
son.

9 Construction of a water tank and replacement of water
lines to support the Capitol Complex and West Jackson.

CodeRed Emergency Notification Service Available

The city of Jackson recently
contracted with Emergen-
cy Communications Net-
work to license its
CodeRED high-speed noti-
fication solution and
Weather Warning System.
The CodeRED system will
be used to send critical
communications, from boil
water notices to other
emergency situations citi-
zens need to know about
quickly.

“This is a great way for the
City to let citizens know

about emergency situa-
tions that arise quickly,”
said Mayor Johnson. “This
automated call system can
supply vital information
that can assist residents in
any number of ways.”

Another optional service
being offered through
CodeRED is the Weather
Warning service. Citizens
can sign up to be notified
moments after a severe
thunderstorm, flash flood
or tornado warning has
been issued by the Nation-

al Weather Service.

Citizens can sign up to re-
ceive alerts for any combi-
nation of severe weather
warnings by logging onto
the city of Jackson website
at www.jacksonms.gov.
Once there, click on the
CodeRED logo.

Jackson residents may also

CLDDE [S®

Emergency Communication Made Easy.

call 3-1-1 between 7:30
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday to sign up
for alerts over the phone.

Residents’ contact infor-
mation remains private
and will only be used for
community notifications.

Thousands of Residents Take Advantage of 3-1-1 Service!

Nearly 11,000 Jackson residents have taken advantage of 3-1-1 since its launch this spring. 3-1-1 is a non-emergency telephone




